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Chequamegon Chapter’s 

Second Fun Hike for the 

2025 Season 
By Joyce Cielecki 

 
Seven hikers took part in the 
Chequamegon Chapter's Fun Hike #2 
on Wednesday, June 18, 2025. Joyce 
said everyone enjoyed a gentle hike 
through the northern hardwood forest 

from Beaver Lake Campground to the Hanson Road West trailhead. Hikers Don 
Quick, Bob Lind, Deb Vomhof, Lily Morris, Kevin Schram, and Joyce Cielecki 
began the hike at Beaver Lake 
Campground and were joined 
halfway through the hike at Lake 
Three by Colleen Matula of the 
NCT Heritage Chapter.  
The weather was perfect, and 
there were very few bugs! The 
hikers enjoyed discovering several 
small hidden waterfalls, checking 
out several forest service bridges, 
and enjoying the beautiful views 
around Lake Three and the 
Brunsweiler River.  

The highlight of the hike was meeting Trail Adopters Lynne Krueger and Dennis 
Weibel at the Brunsweiler River bridge. Lynne and Dennis were spending the 
day maintaining their adopted section of the trail and we appreciated the 
opportunity to say, "Thank You!" for their volunteer work and dedication! 
Photos by Joyce Cielecki. 
Photos clockwise top to bottom:  
1. Hikers pause to look at Lake  
Three view. 2. The hike participants meet Trail Adopters Lynne Krueger and 
Dennis Weibel at the Brunsweiler River bridge (just left in picture). 3. Hikers 
pause on one of the many short, wide bridges along the way to the 
Brunsweiler River. 

▪ The Chequamegon Chapter  
 che@northcountrytrail.org  

▪ President, Trail Town Contact: Mel 
Baughman baugh001@umn.edu 
715-558-8308 

▪ Vice President: To be Elected. 
▪ Treasurer, Internet Information 

Specialist: Ed Ronkowski 
eronkowski@hotmail.com 
708-227-5372 

▪ Co-Secretary, Membership 
Chairperson and NCTA Wisconsin 
Membership Committee 
Representative: Mary Stenberg 
stenberg@cheqnet.net  
715-746-2139 

▪ Co-Secretary, Volunteer Hours 
Recording: Julia Waggoner 
jqwaggs@gmail.com  
715-209-1187 

▪ Co-Trail Managers/Quartermasters 
- Western Section – Derek Ogle 
derekogle51@gmail.com 
715-372-5554  
- Jim Fridsma 
annaims@cheqnet.net 
715-372-8001 

▪ Trail Manager/Quartermaster - 
Eastern Section - Mike Trieschmann 
mtmupnorth@gmail.com  
715-681-0038 

▪ Historian, Publicist - Marty Swank 
martynct@gmail.com  
715-682-2254   

▪ Board Memberat Large – Jim 
Crandall - jcran@cheqnet.net  
715-739-6654. 

▪ CHAPTER WEBSITE: 
http://northcountrytrail.org/che/ 

▪ Chequamegon Chapter NCT in 
Wisconsin Facebook Page: 
https://www.facebook.com/groups
/4004210863146372/ 

▪ NCT in Wisconsin Facebook Page: 
http://www.facebook.com/NCTin 
WI  
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Photos left to right: 1. Many hidden waterfalls. 2. & 3.  The beautiful Brunsweiler River from both sides of bridge. 

 

Chequamegon Chapter Hosts Fun Hike Number Three 
By Joyce Cielecki 

The Chequamegon Chapter of the North Country Trail Association held Fun Hike #3 on Wednesday, June 25th, from Old 
Grade Road to Beaver Lake Campground on North Country National Scenic Trail. Seven hikers enjoyed the beautiful 
Marengo River Valley and its scenic vistas and discovered the interesting remains of the Swedish Settlement from the 

1880s. The rain started to fall while the hikers were taking a 
break at the lovely Whiskey Creek campsite, but luckily we 
finished our hike before getting too wet!  
The next Chequamegon Chapter hike will be on Saturday, July 
12th; the hikes are free and open to the public! 
Group photo by Clair Morud. All other photos by Joyce Cielecki. 

Photos clockwise 
top to bottom:  
1. The group photo. 
2. The Marengo 
River. 3. Sign for 
Swedish Settlement. 
4. The shelter above 
the Marengo River.  
5. The famous 

Juniper Rock Overlook! 



Photos left to right: 1. The Swedish 
Settlement. 2. Sally Girl Overlook. 3. Whiskey Creek Campsite. 
 

Chequamegon Chapter Holds 4th 2025 Fun Hike 

on the North Country National Scenic Trail 
By Joyce Cielecki 

 
Five intrepid hikers participated in the Chequamegon Chapter's 
Hike #4 on Saturday, July 12th, 2025. Due to the concerns over 
air quality from Canadian forest fires and because of the light 
rain, the group decided to shorten the hike and hiked from 
County Road D trailhead to Wisco Road (FR378). Even with a 
shorter hike, the hikers were treated to a woods filled with 
beautiful ferns, flowers, fungi, and rock formations. After a 
lunch break at the decommissioned Long Mile Lookout tower, 
the hikers came to an area that experienced major tree 
blowdown in June 2025. Over 50 trees had come down in a 
tangled mess and had made the North Country Trail 
impassable for almost 1,000 feet, but within days of 
discovering the blowdown the US Forest Service staff had the 

trail open again for hikers to pass safely through the area.  
   We send thanks and gratitude to the USFS crew for all their dedication and hard work!  
We also would like to take this opportunity to thank the resolute Chequamegon Chapter Volunteer Trail Adopters and 
Trail Managers that maintain our sections of North Country National Scenic Trail on a regular basis. There is no way that 
the Chapter could hold enough trail maintenance events to maintain the over 70 miles of trail in the Chequamegon 
Nicolet National Forest that are our responsibility. 
   Photos by Joyce Cielecki except for group photo by Kevin Schram. 

Photos left to right: 1. & 2. A few of the blowdown areas encountered on the hike. 3. Long Mile Lookout Tower with 
hikers taking a break. 



Trees Cleared, Steppingstones Installed 

By Mel Baughman 

During our July 19 workday, Chequamegon Chapter volunteers cleared fallen trees from five miles of trail and installed 

steppingstones across three small drainages.  

About a dozen trees, including the crowns of 
three large poplar trees, were cleared between 
Mineral Lake Road on the west and the 
easternmost junction with Hanson Road. Derek 
Ogle, Western Trail Manager, led the chainsaw 
crew, assisted by Bob Lind, Clair Morud, and Julia 
Waggoner. 
  Meanwhile, the rock crew placed 
steppingstones on each side of three small 
drainages where water flowed across the trail. 
They churned up muddy banks while installing 
rocks but expect vegetation to soon heal the soil 
surface. Mel Baughman, Chequamegon Chapter 
president, led the rock crew; he was assisted by 
Linda and Ed Calhan, Don Christenson, and 
Rhiannon Harmon. The crew hiked an extra two 
miles in search of another wet area where rocks 
were needed, but Mel botched the directions, so 
they did not find the right spot. If it is any 
consolation, Mel provided entertainment by 

splashing mud and water all over his body while chopping through roots in a muddy stream. He was a mess, but 
everyone wanted a picture of him. 
   Photos by Julia Waggoner. 

Photos clockwise top to bottom: 
1. Volunteers take a break on the 
bridge. 2. Ed Calhan crossing a 
stream on new steppingstones 
with a rock bar in hand.  
3. Tackling a pile of downed birch 
trees. 4. Chainsaw in use closeup. 
5. Mel enjoyed digging in the wet 
areas to place steppingstones! 6. 
Chainsaw chips a flying. This was 
a non-wilderness section of North 
Country National Scenic Trail, so 
chainsaw usage was permitted. 

Volunteers for this event, Left to right: Bob Lind, Derek Ogle, 
Don Christenson, Clair Morud, Rhiannon Harmon, Mel 
Baughman, Ed Calhan and Linda Calhan. Not pictured and photo 
by Julia Waggoner. 



Chequamegon Chapter Holds 6th Fun Hike of 2025 

By Joyce Cielecki 

Chequamegon Chapter's Fun Hike #6 was held on Sunday, August 3rd 
on North Country National Scenic Trail in the Chequamegon National 
Forest. The hike covered about 3.8 miles from the Old Highway 63 
parking lot trailhead to the Lake Owen picnic grounds and was 
enjoyed by six hikers and thousands of mosquitoes! The hikers 
discovered about five large trees down in the first 2 miles of the hike, 
and several of the downed trees presented a challenge--go around 
the downed tree or try to carefully work your way through the 
branches.  

Highlights of the hike included picking raspberries, being in awe of 
towering pines, and admiring the bountiful and colorful mushrooms 
along the trail.  

All photos by Joyce Cielecki. 

Photos clockwise top to bottom: 1. Happy hikers, before the 
mosquitoes appeared! 2. Beautiful, majestic pines. 3. Step over or 
go around? 4. Doing the limbo through the tree. 

Chequamegon Chapter Holds 

Fun Hike #7 on North 

Country National Scenic Trail 
By Joyce Cielecki 

 
A lively group of eight hikers participated in the 
NCT's Chequamegon Chapter Fun Hike #7 on 
August 20th, 2025, while traversing the well-
maintained trail from Reynard Lake Road to the 
Old Highway 63 trailhead on the North Country 
National Scenic Trail. The 6-mile hike passed 
through dense forest and offered views of 
scenic Mirror, Esox, and Overby lakes. The 
group was amazed to learn that Overby Lake, 
which only covers about 7 acres, is almost 64 
feet deep and contains trout! The beavers had 



also been quite busy by Overby Lake and had recently created a new small pond adjacent to the trail's boardwalk. The 
hikers were surprised to see that the Long Lake Branch Creek had completely dried up, with very little water remaining 
except in a few small pools. Lots of different mushroom species were spied along the trail, including the edible Black 
Trumpet, and the hikers were in awe of the majestic white pines seen toward the end of the hike.  
Many thanks go to Hike Leader and Trail Maintainer Bob Lind, who graciously shared his passion and knowledge about 
this beautiful section of the North Country trail! All photos except the group photo by Joyce Cielecki. Group photo by 
Gunn Hatlehol.  

Photo captions clockwise top to bottom: 1. New beaver pond 
by Overby. 2. Overby Lake! 3. Thanks, Bob Lind, for leading 
such a wonderful hike! 4. Black Trumpet mushrooms. 5. Busy 
as a beaver. 6. Jim strolls over the dried-up Long Lake Branch 
Creek while Don checks his phone. 6. The group admires from 
above one of the many beautiful lakes on this section of North 
Country National Scenic Trail. 
 
 

 
 

For more information and other photos of the Chequamegon Chapters events and further adventures and photos of 
the NCT Navigators you can go to: Chequamegon Chapter NCT in Wisconsin (the Chapter’s newer Facebook page) at 

com/groups/4004210863146372  

  



Tread Improvement Project Completed 
By Mel Baughman 

  During the August 23 workday, five Chequamegon Chapter members constructed about 140’ of new tread to bypass 
two wet sections of trail on the North Country National Scenic Trail. Work took place between Hanson Road and Quarry 
Road, a few miles west of Mellen in the Chequamegon National Forest.  
  The crew led by Mel Baughman included Jim Fridsma, Rhiannon Harmon, Don Quick, and Julia Waggoner. Mel, Jim, and 
Don swung mattocks and moved rocks; Don cut down a couple of small ironwood trees; Julia lopped brush and tree 
roots; and Rhiannon finished the tread with a McLeod. The new tread was moved onto hillsides just a few yards from 

the existing trail. We ended our work with lunch atop 
a rocky, scenic overlook of the Penokee Range. The 
cool temperature and mostly sunny sky contributed 

to a very enjoyable 
morning afield. All 
photos by Julia 
Waggoner.  
 
Photo Captions 
clockwise top to 
bottom: 1. The crew 
stands on the 
completed new North 
Country National 
Scenic Trail. Left to 
right: Rhiannon 
Harmon, Don Quick, 
Mel Baughman, and 

Jim Fridsma. Not pictured and 
photo by Julia Waggoner.  
2. Work begins on the first re-
route. 3. Mel smoothing out the 
tread with a McLeod. 4. 
Rhiannon smoothing the second 
re-route. You can see the 
original NCT going up the gully 
to the right side. 5. Jim starts 
the second re-route up on 
higher ground. 6. Rhiannon 
smooths out part of the second 
re-route. 7. Rhiannon smoothing 
out tread with a McLeod on the 
first re-route. 



Chequamegon Chapter Holds 

Fun Hike on Wilderness’s 50th 

Anniversary 

By Joyce Cielecki 

On Wednesday, September 10, 2025, a group of 
seven hikers celebrated the 50th Anniversary of the 
Rainbow Lake Wilderness, hiking the entire 
wilderness from North Delta Road to Reynard Lake 
Road in the Chequamegon National Forest. Hike 
Leader Don Quick from Hayward, WI gave a brief 
talk on the history of the Rainbow Lake Wilderness 
and discussed how hiking and trail maintenance is 
different in a federally designated wilderness area. 
For example, power tools are not allowed to be 
used so downed trees need to be removed with 
hand saws and axes, there are also no blue blazes to 
mark the path of the trail and these trail sections 

only have wilderness signs on cedar posts at confusing intersections. Don also pointed out the remains of huge trees 
that had been logged over 100 years ago and pointed out a relatively recent reroute of the trail done by Chequamegon 
Chapter members to avoid wet areas by Bufo Lake.  

The hikers were amazed by the number of huge trees, some of which were likely over 200 years old. One of the hikers, 
Mike Pelech from Wisconsin Rapids, WI, through-hiked the original North Country Trail in 1977, just two years after the 
Rainbow Lake area became designated as Wilderness. During a break at an unofficial campsite by Reynard Lake, Mike 
shared some of his memories of hiking through the newly designated wilderness area. Mike stated that the "Rainbow 
Lake Wilderness Area today is as stunning and beautiful as it was in 1977!" 

Photo 
Captions 
Clockwise 
top to 
bottom:  
1. The USFS 
sign at the 
beginning of 
the trail.  
2. A 
beautiful 
walk 
through the 
wilderness!! 

3. Mike Pelech sharing 
some of his memories from 
hiking the trail in 1977.  
4. One of the hundreds of 
huge 100+ year old 
stumps! 5. Beautiful 
Rainbow Lake! 

 

  



Steppingstones Installed 
By Mel Baughman 

  During a September 13 workday, five volunteers installed seven steppingstones to enable hikers to cross a 16’-wide 
wet area on the NCT. In keeping with US Forest Service guidelines to minimize the use of costly wooden structures, 
steppingstones were chosen because they could be installed quickly, cost nothing and cause little disturbance to the 
wetland.  
  First stones were pried out of the ground with rock bars and a pick, then carried in a rock sling to the worksite. Stones 
were staggered in a pattern that mimics the offset tracks of a hiker. Dirt was scooped out to bury each rock about one-
half its height into the ground for stability. 
  While steppingstones were being set into the ground, three crew members hiked ahead looking for two additional 
worksites through wet areas where tread improvements were planned, but due to dry conditions, Mel could not identify 
the worksites. As Kris pointed out, if he had previously marked the sites with flagging, the crew could have done more 
work. Mel learned a valuable lesson! 
  Fortunately, everyone enjoyed hiking through the forest on a warm, sunny day. We concluded our work and 2 ½ mile 
hike around noon. Several crew members cut a fallen tree off the trail near the road while Mel walked 2 ½ miles back to 

his vehicle in order to pick up the remaining crew members. 
  Work took place just east of 
Hansen Road enroute to 
Quarry Road, a few miles 
west of Mellen. After the 
other crew members 
departed, Mel dropped off a 
pick-mattock at a Chapter 
member’s house, then drove 
to Copper Falls State Park 
where he cleaned mud off 
several tools and inventoried 
all the tools and supplies in 
the Chapter’s tool trailer. A 
lot of before- and after-
chores take place to support 
a workday. 

The crew left to right: Mel Baughman, Rhianna Harmon, Clair Morud, and  
John Ipsn. Not pictured and photos by Kris Wegerson. 

 

Heritage Chapter 

Holds Tyler Forks 

Bridge Opening 

Celebration 
The Chequamegon Chapter 
joined the Heritage Chapter for 
a Grand Opening Celebration of 
the Tyler Forks Bridge on 
Saturday, September 27, 2025, 
at Copper Falls State Park on 
North Country National Scenic 
Trail. 

The Grand Opening Celebration started at 10:00 am at Copper Falls Park’s new pavilion. Presentations were given by 
Bethany Thomas, Joe, Mike Stafford, James Enigl and Regional Trail Manager Matt Davis. Bethany showed a few slides of 
the bridge project. 
  At 11:00 am the Heritage Chapter hosted a Potluck with a wide variety of food including most excellent sloppy joes 
made by Bethany, a cake with a bridge picture, salads, and some other sweets. 



At 1:00 pm hikers carpooled to the NCT access on Highway 169 for a hike to the new Tyler Forks Bridge. Longer hikes 
were also planned for this event. Photos of pavilion celebration by Julia Waggoner and photos of hike by Vickie Swank. 

Pictures clockwise top to bottom: 1. The group photo before the celebration 
started in the pavilion. 2. A lot of very good food!! 3. The group photo at the 
hike trailhead. 4. Chequamegon Chapter VIPs visit at end of bridge. Ellie, 
Kevin, Marty and Tom. 5. Hikers arrive at the new bridge. 
6. Bethany gave a presentation and slide show. 7. Regional NCTA Trail 
Coordinator Matt Davis gave a presentation.  
  



Overgrown Section in Rainbow Lake Wilderness Cleared 
By Derek Ogle 

 
  During our recent workday, ten volunteers (mostly from the Chequamegon Chapter, but also a few new friends) 
removed five fallen trees across the trail; lopped numerous saplings and brambles; and grubbed up sapling and grass 
roots from an approximate 150 yards of a section of the North Country National Scenic Trail (NCT) in the Rainbow Lakes 
Wilderness near Bufo Lake. In addition, brush and grass was cleared from along the boardwalk near Reynard Lake. Work 

in both sections made the trail much easier to 
navigate. The Chapter has powered brush 
mowers, but they cannot be used in the 
Chapter’s two wilderness sections of NCT.  
  The crew worked hard on this beautiful day! It 
was also rewarding to see one trail-runner and a 
group of four back-country campers enjoying the 
trail – and thanking us for our work!! Many 
thanks to our crew of volunteers – Mark Belknap, 
Sandy Beeksma, Jim Fridsma, Patty Gillberg, 
Rhiannon Harmon, Anne-Marie Itzin, Clair 
Morud, Derek Ogle, Kevin Schram, and Julia 
Waggoner. 
  This was the last scheduled trail maintenance 
event for this year for the Chequamegon Chapter 
of the North Country Trail Association on area 
NCT. Photos by Julia Waggoner and Derek Ogle. 

Pictures clockwise from top to bottom:  
1. Group photo at trail head. Volunteers 
pictured left to right: Mark Belknap, Jim 
Fridsma, Kevin Schram, Clair Morud, 
Rhiannon Harmon, Derek Ogle (crew 
chief), and Anne-Marie Itzin. Not pictured: 
Sandy Beeksma, Patty Gilbert, and Julia 
Waggoner. 2.Brush has almost closed off 
trail in places. 3. Part of Crew taking a 
lunch break. 4. Tail clearing completed. 

Trail ends up wider than original 4-foot tread in the process of 
removing the roots. 5. Clearing process starts – downed tree removal 
and brush. 6. Volunteers move on to next section after completing this 
one. 



Photos clockwise top to bottom:  

1. Reynard Lake 2. The boardwalk 

before brushing. 3. Volunteers are 

busy removing brush. 4. The 

boardwalk becomes more visible 

as work progresses. 5. Finished 

brush removal – much more 

inviting! 

 

 

President’s Notes: 

Regional Trail Coordinator Matt Davis forwarded the thankyou note below from Jo 
Swanson who used to work for the Superior Hiking Trail Association and now works 
for Friends of the Superior National Forest. 

“Thank you for your work in Wisconsin - this weekend I finally finished the state! I've 
been picking away at that for 4 years and thinking about it for maybe 14 years, so it 
was a little surreal to arrive at the SHT and actually finish it. Wisconsin is a fabulous 
stretch of trail and I hope everyone at NCTA who has worked on it feels really proud of 
it. I didn't get to thruhike WI all in one go, which had been the dream once, but I think I 
enjoyed it more because I got to visit it in smaller sections. All in all I spent 28 days out 

there, which is far more than I ever would 
have spent if I'd been hiking it diligently all 
in one go - a different kind of success. Really grateful for the pretty darn 
immaculate conditions out there and really impressive trailbuilding.” 

Matt added:  “THANK YOU for making the NCT in Wisconsin so spectacular!” 

Chequamegon Chapter Officers would like to take this opportunity to say a 
BIG thank you to the Chequamegon Chapter’s Trail Adopters and 
Volunteers for making our sections of North Country National Scenic Trail 
truly shine and to our large Chapter Membership for providing the support 
and funding! You are the reason we are succeeding in our endeavors with 
such a flair! 



NCT NAVIGATORS at A Glance – Fall 2025 

The NCT Navigators are a huge part of the Chequamegon Chapter of the North Country Trail Association. They hold 
many hikes in the Chapter’s off season and keep us in the hearts and minds of fellow trail lovers. Many NCT Navigators 
are Chapter Members and trail adopters for a section of NCT in the Rainbow Lake Wilderness and participate in other 
Chapter events throughout the year. 


