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There are few camping options directly on the trail in our chapter’s section.  Here are the 
known options on or near the trail.   
 
Dispersed camping in state wildlife and game areas:   

• Dispersed camping is allowed in state wildlife and game areas only from Sep 11 
through May 14 with a permit.  You need to be more than a mile away from a 
designated camping area.  The website for dispersed camping Camp Registration 
Card from MI DNR (accessed 03 June 2025):  https://www.michigan.gov/-
/media/Project/Websites/dnr/Documents/Forms/folder2/PR4134_CampRegCard.pdf?r
ev=33fb7ab70add4249a4344613a6a3e186 

• Note the regulations on page 2 of the registration card. 
• Note that dispersed camping is not allowed in State Recreation Areas. 

 
Camping is allowed in the following areas: 
Barry County: 

• Middleville State Game Area (dispersed camping allowed Sep 11-May 14) 
o Crane Rd. To Johnson Rd. 

• Whispering Waters Campground: 
o Private campground 2.15 miles east of trailhead parking on McCann Rd (Paul 

Henry Trail)  
o https://whisperingwaterscampground.com/ 

• Barry State Game Area (dispersed camping allowed Sep 11-May 14) 
o Lindsay to the intersection of Lindsay and Keller (Fish Lake) 
o About half a mile north of the Circle Pines Campsite to Norris Rd. Trailhead 
o Basset Lake Rd. to Peets Rd. north trailhead 

• Gun Lake Campground: 
o 2.1 miles southwest of where the trail crosses Chief Noonday Rd. at the west 

end of Hall Lake. 
o Reservations can be made through https://midnrreservations.com/ 

• Sharp Park Campground:   
o Private campground just off Deep Lake Rd west of Yankee Springs Rd. 
o https://campsharppark.com/ 

• Yankee Springs State Recreation Area: 
o Deep Lake Campground (northeast of Hall Lake between Deep Lake Rd and 

Gun Lake Rd, west of S Yankee Springs Rd).  Take spur trail about ¾ mile off 
NCT. 

o This is a rustic campground.  Reservations can be made through 
https://midnrreservations.com/  

• Circle Pines campsite:   
o This rustic campsite is on the trail about a half mile north of Mullen Rd (south 

of Barry State Game Area). 
o Circle Pines also has other facilities that may be available  

https://circlepinescenter.org/ 
• Prairieville Township Hall: 

o Contact police chief (269-623-2691) or the township office (269-623-2664) 
about camping at the township office. 

o A Porta Potty may be available during the summer at the park just south of 
the township hall.  
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Kalamazoo County: 
• Augusta Creek State Fish and Wildlife Area 

o Located east of the NCNST mostly between E. B. Ave and E. C. Ave, east of 
42nd St. 

o Dispersed camping allowed Sep 11-May 14 
• Fort Custer State Recreation Area: 

o Located just south of Augusta Drive trailhead east of Augusta.   
o Modern and rustic campsites are available.  Campsites are about a mile into 

the park.  Reservations can be made through https://midnrreservations.com/ 
 
Calhoun County: 

• Calhoun Country Fairgrounds in Marshall: 
o Camping is allowed when no events are planned, generally in April-July and 

September-October.  Contact the fairgrounds office at 269-781-8161 for 
details and application form. 

 
Other options: 

• Trail angels: 
o We have a number of trail angels along and near the trail who allow camping 

on their property.  Contact cndtrailangels@gmail.com to request this support.  
Please provide the general geographic area of the trail you are looking for 
support in and the date(s) you are requesting support. 

• Hotels: 
o Hotels are available near the trail in the following locations: 

 South end of Gull Lake 
 Battle Creek 
 Marshall 
 Albion 
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