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Trail Ethics – Leave No Trace
For everyone’s enjoyment and to preserve the

trails, we need to follow basic trail ethics:

❖ Please remember to pack out what you pack
in. Dispose of waste properly.

❖ Relieve yourself at least 200 feet from the
trail, campsite or any water course, in a hole
6 to 8 inches deep, then fill in the hole.

❖ Camp in authorized areas. Dispersed
camping is not allowed between Alba
Highway and M-32. Within this special
management area camping is only allowed at
Pinney Bridge State Forest campground.
Dispersed camping is allowed elsewhere on
state land with a free permit. Do not camp
where the NCT crosses private land.

❖ Know the rules for camp fires. Keep fires
small. Use fire rings if available. Use only
dead wood—do not cut any live trees. Don’t
burn trash. Put all fires out with water.

❖ Please leave flowers, rocks etc. in place for
the next person to enjoy.

❖ Stay on the trail—do not make a new path
though you may have to walk through mud.

These practices help preserve our precious
resources so others can enjoy the beauty of the
outdoors.

http://www.lnt.org

In Appreciation

Arden Johnson (1922—2002)

Through his dedication and hard
work we have a trail to follow
that takes us away from the
busyness of our everyday lives
and into nature where things
march to a different drummer.

The development of the NCT in this section is
largely the work of Arden Johnson.

Petoskey Trail Town
As an NCTA “Trail Town”, the

City of Petoskey supports hiker
services and promotes the trail
locally as a resource to be
protected and celebrated.

The NCT leverages the Petoskey River Road
Sports Park, the North Central Michigan College
(NCMC) Natural Area, the Petoskey Bear River
Recreation Area, and the Little Traverse
Wheelway for a scenic route without urban
clutter, but access to services.

Petoskey Bear River Bridge

In 2021 we completed a long-awaited trail
reroute south of Petoskey, that utilizes a new
footbridge crossing the Bear River, and accesses
the Petoskey River Road Sports Park.

The North Country Trail 
TheU.S.CongressauthorizedtheNorth

CountryNationalScenicTrail(NCT)in1980and
entrusteditsdevelopmenttoapartnershipof
theNationalParkServiceandvolunteer
organizations.TheNCTisahikingandback-
packingtrailthatstartsinVermontandtravels
throughNewYork,Pennsylvania,Ohio,
Michigan,Wisconsin,Minnesota,endingin
NorthDakota.With3,200milesofoff-road
trail,andover4800mileswhencomplete,the
NCTisAmerica’slongestNationalScenicTrail.

leavingintoWisconsinat
Ironwood.TheMichigan“Iron
BelleTrail”usestheNCTfor
itshikingroutefromAlbionto
Ironwood.The4,800mile
longNCTcrossesthe45th

paralleljustonce—inthe
majesticJordanValley.

MichiganhasthelongestsectionoftheNCT,at
1,150+miles,enteringfromNWOhioand

TheJordanValley45oChapter’ssegmentof
trailthroughMichigan’sAntrim,Charlevoixand
Emmetcountiesis78mileslong.Thetrail
windsitswaythroughrollinghillsandvalleys
throughbothStatemanagedforestsandprivate
lands.Thewetlandsandthehillyvistasarea
contrastinvariety.Thetrailismarked
withblue2”x6”rectangularblazes,
usuallylocatedontrees,but
sometimesonrocksorposts.Two
blazessignifyaturn,withtheupper
blazeindicatingthedirection.
Certifiedsectionsarealsomarked
withtheNCTtrianglelogo.

ThejewelofthissectionisthepristineJordan
Valleywithitsclear,coldspring-fedstreams
formingtheJordanRiver—partofwhichhas
beennominatedasaStateNaturalArea.The
Jordanisalsothefirstrivertobedesignatedin
Michigan'sNaturalRiversProgram.TheNCT
follows2/3oftheJordanValleyPathway(JVP),
a19mileDNRlooptrail.

(picture)

StartingfromDeadman’sHill,theJVPis
popularasaweekendbackpackingdestination
featuringaquietovernightopportunityatthe
PinneyBridgeStateForestCampground,where
potablewaterandvaulttoiletsareavailablein
season.Campersmustregisterandpayafee.
DispersedcampingisprohibitedbetweenAlba
HighwayandM32.Wheeledvehiclesare
prohibitedonJordanValleytrails.

Thetrailpassesnumeroussprings,streams,
andcreeksthatareallgreatsourcesforclear
andcoldwater,however,filteringisanecessity.
Potablewaterandrestroomsareavailablenear
thetrailattheJordanRiverNationalFish
Hatchery,whichiswellworthavisit(reached
byJordanRiverRd.fromtrailcrossingat“Three
Tubes”).

(picture)

TheNCTalsouseshalfoftheWarnerCreek
Pathwayloop,apopulardayhikeandcross-
countryskiingsitewithparkingonM32.

BetweentheJordanValleyandPetoskeythe
trailishilly,highanddry,amidoldgrowth
forest.Thereareafewroadsections,with
awesomevistas.NorthofPetoskey,the
MichiganFisheriesVisitorCenterandtheOden
StateFishHatcheryarealsoanearbyattraction.

Jordan Valley 45
o

Chapter
North Country Trail Association

Wearethevolunteergroupwhobuild,
maintain,nurtureandpromoteour78mile
NCTtrailsectionbetweenStarvationLakeRd.
nearMancelona,andKippRd.nearHarbor
Springs.

Wehaveregularmeetings,grouphikes,
projectsandothervolunteeropportunities.
Wearealwayslookingforfolkstojoinus
whoenjoytheoutdoorsandwanttohelp
advancetheNCTwhilehavingagoodtime.
JoinUs!

TheNorthCountryTrailAssociation
maintainstheNCTincooperationwiththe
NationalParkService.TheNCTconnects
morethan160publiclandunits—including
nationalforests,nationalwildliferefuges,
stateparksandstatehistoricareas,aswellas
privateland.Volunteersarethekeyelement
oftheNCT.WithoutthemtheNCTcannotbe
builtormanagedasitistoday.Onthetrail
volunteersbuild,relocate,anddesigntrails,
buildandrepairtrailstructures,jointrail
maintenanceactivities,becomeatrail
adopter,organizeeventsorleadhikes.

YoucanjointheNCTA,affiliatewithour
chapter,andsupportourworkfor$40/year
athttp://www.northcountrytrail.org.You
willgetemailinformationonupcoming
chapteractivities,andtheNCTAmagazine,
theNorthStar.3/2022

Jordan Valley Pathway

Landslide Overlook

O’Brien Pond Boardwalk Team 

http://www.northcountrytrail.org/


TRAILHEADS (N->S)
Kipp Road
Parking ¼ mile N of Hathaway Road
Spring Lake Park
Off M-119 ½ mile N of US-31, across from 
Top of Michigan Trails Council HQ
Petoskey Bear River Rec Area
Off Lake St. on Quaintance Av., off Sheridan 
St., and at Riverbend Park off Standish Av..
North Central Michigan College 
Parking in front of Student and Community 
Resource Center (SCRC) at end of Howard St.
Petoskey River Road Sports Park 
Parking at end of access drive.
Krause Road (Skyline Trail)
Parking 1 mile S of Brubaker Rd.
Slashing Road
At Thumb Lake Rd., pull off
Warner Creek Pathway
Parking off M-32, 2 miles W of US-131
Deadman’s Hill Road
Parking for the lookout, trail descends ½ 
mile into valley to intersect with NCT
Pinney Bridge
Parking area on Pinney Bridge Rd.
Landslide Overlook
Parking at the N end of Harvey Rd., turn N 
off Alba Hwy ½ mile W of Alba/US-131
Sand Lake
Take Sand Lake Rd. at ORV lot, keep R to stay 
on Sand Lake Rd. to end.  Spur trail E to NCT.
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Add this free map to your 

smartphone.  Track your 

location w/the “PDFMaps” app.:

http://avenza.com/pdf-maps

10
DNR “You Are Here”
Map Signs:

10

Register Boxes…With a
logbook  to  write  your 
comments or concerns.

Reroute 
Here in 
2023?

http://avenza.com/pdf-maps

