
The North Country 
National Scenic Trail 
(NCT) is a long-distance 
hiking trail similar to 
the Appalachian Trail 
that stretches across 
eight states from 
Vermont to central 
North Dakota. Part of 
the National Trails 
System, the NCT links 
scenic, natural, historic, 
and cultural areas 
allowing visitors to 
experience a variety of 
northern landscapes. 
When completed, the 
trail will be the longest 
continuous hiking trail 
in the United States. 
The total projected 
length of the North 
Country Trail is 4,800 
miles, of which more 
than 3,100 have 
already been 
completed. In Michigan, 
the NCT also serves as 
the hiking route of the 
DNR’s Iron Belle Trail.  
In Kent County (the 
most populous county 
on the trail), the trail 
includes roughly 37.1 
miles off-road and 
38.67 miles of road 
walk.

Townsend Park consists of 144 acres; it began with a 20-acre parcel 
acquired by Kent County Parks in 1924 making it one of the oldest parks 
in the county.  Bear Creek is just south of here; on the south side of Six 
Mile Rd., a large picnic area and shelter are near the creek.

For the next mile, the NCT follows a paved path through 
Townsend Park.  After a few hundred yards, it passes a pine 
forest up the hill to the east. This pine forest was originally a 
plantation but is now being managed to improve habitat quality. 
The trail then joins the Cannon Township Trail.  The NCT here is 
a paved hiker-biker trail and passes through some heavily 
wooded and hilly terrain.  In just over two miles the trail crosses 
a boardwalk over a marshy area at the south end of Sunfish 
Lake.  Frogs and turtles are commonly seen here; in the spring it 
is a great place to see wood ducks and other water birds.  
Shortly after the marsh, the trail comes to Belding Rd and turns 
west for roughly a mile then heads north on a sidewalk on the 
west side of Meyers Lake Rd.

The trail stays in Townsend Park for about a half mile until it 
comes to the town of Cannonsburg.  There is a gas station 
and  a couple of restaurants here.  The trail leaves 
Cannonsburg on Honey Creek Ave, roughly a half mile road 
walk along a busy road.  It then turns west and passes 
through the Cannonsburg State Game Area.  
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https://kentcountyparks.org/parks-trails/townsend-park/
https://www.rivers.gov/rivers/bear.php
https://www.cannontwp.org/departments/parks___recreation/township_trail.php
https://www.cannontwp.org/departments/watershed/township_lakes.php
https://www.cannontwp.org/departments/watershed/township_lakes.php
https://www.michigan.gov/dnr/-/media/Project/Websites/dnr/Documents/WLD/Waterfowl/wood_duck_id.pdf
https://www2.dnr.state.mi.us/publications/pdfs/huntingwildlifehabitat/sga/Cannonsburg_SGA_map.pdf
https://nct.maps.arcgis.com/apps/View/index.html?appid=247bfb7befd64180a4471533b937ec25



