
The North Country 
National Scenic Trail 
(NCT) is a long-distance 
hiking trail similar to 
the Appalachian Trail 
that stretches across 
eight states from 
Vermont to central 
North Dakota. Part of 
the National Trails 
System, the NCT links 
scenic, natural, historic, 
and cultural areas 
allowing visitors to 
experience a variety of 
northern landscapes. 
When completed, the 
trail will be the longest 
continuous hiking trail 
in the United States. 
The total projected 
length of the North 
Country Trail is over 
4,800 miles, of which 
more than 3,100 have 
already been 
completed. In Michigan, 
the NCT also serves as 
the hiking route of the 
DNR’s Iron Belle Trail.  
In Kent County, the trail 
includes about 37 miles 
off-road and 38 miles of 
road walk.

Fallasburg Park covers 329 acres, has been a Kent County Park since 
1929, and is one of the county’s busiest and most popular parks. It 
includes the historic village of Fallasburg whose history dates to the 
1830’s. It also includes a covered bridge, a historical museum, and 
extensive recreational areas.  

From this point, the NCT meanders through the 
woods for about 0.3 miles until it comes to the 
Flat River. It then follows the river for roughly a 
mile and crosses a pedestrian bridge over the 
river. Near the southeast end of this bridge, the 
river is shallow and has a sandy bottom. It is 
popular for bass fishing and as a place for 
children to play in the water. 

If you follow the trail to the southeast for a few yards, you will come to the Covered 
Bridge Road. This is the beginning of a unique feature on the NCT, a loop trail roughly a 
mile and a half in length. While anyone can hike and enjoy it, it was especially designed 
to provide a way for families to introduce young children to hiking. It passes through 
historic Fallasburg, then crosses the covered bridge. This is a scenic spot and it is 
popularly used for wedding photos. It then passes through woods for about a quarter 
of a mile and crosses Covered Bridge Road at a children’s playground. From there, it 
traverses a meadow along the west shore of the Flat River, crosses the pedestrian 
bridge, and circles back to this point on the east shore of the river.  

The trail follows Montcalm Ave. for about 0.9 mile,  much of it along the river, then 
enters the Lowell State Game Area; the Lowell SGA contains just over 4 miles of 
wooded NCT trail and another QR sign after about another mile.
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https://kentcountyparks.org/parks-trails/fallasburg-park/
https://www.michigan.org/property/fallasburg-covered-bridge-pioneer-village-school
https://fallasburg.org/
https://www.michigan.gov/dnr/-/media/Project/Websites/dnr/Documents/Fisheries/NaturalRivers/Natural-River-Maps/natural-rivers-flat-map.pdf?rev=7a4e010de3c643d19ef6995f8d61d226
https://www2.dnr.state.mi.us/publications/pdfs/huntingwildlifehabitat/sga/Saranac-Lowell_SGA_map.pdf
https://nct.maps.arcgis.com/apps/View/index.html?appid=247bfb7befd64180a4471533b937ec25

