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Lake Ashtabula is formed by Baldhill Dam on the

Sheyenne River. The Sheyenne River is the longest

river in North Dakota entirely contained within the state
borders. Once water passes through the dam, it continues

on in the Sheyenne until it joins the Red River of the North
just north of Fargo, North Dakota. Congress authorized the
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers to design and construct Baldhill
Dam in 1944 to stabilize flows on the Sheyenne River.

Baldhill Dam serves as a multi-purpose facility, providing water
supply, flood abatement, wildlife habitat and recreational
opportunities. The dam was first put into emergency service in
1950 and completed in 1951. The Corps renovated it in 1997
and made additional modifications to it in 2004 to provide
additional water storage during flood events.

The Corps of Engineers owns the shoreline around Lake
Ashtabula and is responsible for the management of these
lands. The shoreline is divided into four zones,to include

limited development, recreation, protected areas and

restricted areas. Most of the larger segments of the shoreline
are utilized as developed recreation areas, wildlife management
areas or dam operation areas. The remaining lands are classified
as limited development and are managed for a wide variety of
activities, including dispersed recreation, agriculture and
wildlife.

Copies of the “Rules and Regulations” brochure are available at
the brochure boxes at each recreation area. Special site rules
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